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Arms Control: 
Eager to Please 

Although the Senate has mandated President Reagan 
to report on Soviet arms control violations by Dec. 1. 
White House Chief of Staff James A. Baker has delayed 
the report until after next month’s talks in Geneva be- 
tween Secretary of State George Shultz and Soviet For- 
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko so as not to anger the 
Russians. To specialists in the Defense Department and 
CIA. Baker’s decision conveyed an attitude of timiditv 
and esttsrivr earenres to pteare. 

Baker’s Shultz-backed delay went through the bureau - 
cratic mill so quietly for only one reason: Pentagon and 

ClA'aemhti are w, prepare a 

position for Geneva to engage in heavy bureaucratic hos - 
tilities . tiiat also explains the lack of resistance to the 
imminent appointment of arms control elder statesman 
Paul Nit 2 e as the president’s “special ambassador” and 
chief negotiator. Although Nitze is widely respected, his 
tendency to operate and negotiate on his own has raised 
eyebrows among hard-liners. 

The pre-Geneva task of p repping Shultz, whose lack of 
familiarity with nudear weapons has surprised Pentagon 
experts, has proved awesome. It leaves no time for other 
activities by administration critics of easy-come arms 
control agreements. These specialists are sweating out 
separate negotiating concessions on outer-space defense 
systems, offensive strategic arms and Europe-based in- 
termediate weapons. “They’ve hit us with incredible 
time restraints, so much that we can’t even move against 


delaying the violations report or anything eke,” a high*" 
level arms-control skeptic toki us. 

Baker has agreed to let the president s£nd a fetter to * 
the Senate with a secret summary of the 19'S5vieiVfofcK i0 
tions and a statement that the full report will be senflti^ 
Congress on Feb. 1. If then, why not now? . teo'.v 

The answer lies in White House sensitiyity j 

gering a resumption of the arms control prooess^-Ddaym f , ^ 
mg the violations report would have seemed, unthinkable, j 
last September, when the Senate imposed 
deadline. It required the president himself to gubotifthe JJ 
latest U.S findings about Soviet iHncompim^ 
isting SALT agreements. That stricture weigherf heavily ^ 
with Baker. He has said privately that^^1femg4agfr.*tT 
would give the report presidential sanctitr aadj» 3 uch, 
would be interpreted in Moscow as a slap^^e^facpf 
Such sensitivity for Soviet feelings comport^ 
the conclusions in the violations repeat. It ‘fists 12Tnew 
and separate violations not included in last January’s first- 
ever noncompliance document issued by any administra- 
tion, phis seven updates of earlier violations. 

Baker’s concern not to offend the Kremlin came in the 
face of the first unambiguous accusation of Soviet viola- 
tions ever made by a White House offidaL The president 
personally authorized Robert McFariane, hk'raticeal f ie^\ ] 
curity adviser, to utter this sentence durfa^CBS’s v^Race * ! 
the Nation” on Nov. 25: “We learned that- [die] ^Soviets 
violate treaties.” But Baker, with Shultz’s strong advoca- , 
cy, made a distinction between that outright accq^tipn^ j 
and the president's signature on the Dec I ncowqmpfr u " 1 1 
ance report One administration kisiderNill|-i^ 5 w^l 
Baker, surely reflecting Shultz, fek Grom>ico-w^dW^take- * 
a Reagan-signed document as a “personal msuk^itgot 
out before Geneva. That suggests failure in 
levels of the Reagan administration to undersbwJnhatv 
Andrei Gromyko is going to Geneva for '{purposes' of \ 
Soviet policy and not because he likes Gebrg^Sfyi^tz. * 
The Kremlin has repeatedly demonstrated jthatjiejrther 
timidity nor insults deflect it from its course* ‘ ; , ' 

C NS4, New* Oroup Chfcafo, lac. 
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